THE MANUSCRIPTS OF BEN SIRA
AND WHAT THEY TELL US
ABOUT THE ANCIENT TEXT

Benjamin G. Wright, Lehigh University




THE MANUSCRIPTS

Judean Desert manuscripts

e 2Q18: 2md half of 15t c. BCE
e 11QPs?: 1sthalf of 15tc. CE
e Masada: 1st c. BCE

Cairo Geniza

e MsA: 11th_12th ¢,

e MsB: 11thor 12t ¢,
e MsC: 12the?

e MsD:; 9th_12th ¢,

e MsE: 11th-12th ¢

e MsF:11th-12th¢,
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MS B of Ben Sira:

22 folios/42 pages containing
10:19-11:10; 15:1-16:7; 30:11-51
(missing 33:4-35:11)
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B IV Verso, British Library Or. 5518
Compressed Letters
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Ms B VI Recto T-S 16.313
Peh Notation
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T-S 16.312

Blank Line




Ms. B IV Recto, British Library, Or. 5518
Title




Ms. B XIII Verso, Oxford MS Heb e 62, folio 8b
Title




Ms B Subscription after Chapter 51
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B XVI Recto, Oxford MS HEB e 62, folio 4a
B XVI Verso, Oxford MS HEB e 62, folio 4b
Final Corrections



Ms B 111 Verso, T-S 16.312
Supralinear Circles




Ms B VII Recto, British Library Or. 5518
Vocalized Correction




Ms B VIII Verso, T-S 16.312
Added Vocalization




Ms B Ill Recto, T-S 16.312:
Double Correction Marks




Ms B Il Recto, T-S 16.312
Interlinear Correction




B V Recto T-S 16.313
Corrected Word Division




Deleted Corrections

31.1

41.15

32.10



THE PERSIAN GLOSSES AND
THEIR IMPLICATIONS



Ms B V Recto
T-S 16.313
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Ms B V Recto, T-S 16.313, Persian Gloss 32:1
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Ms B VI Recto
T-S 16.313
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Ms B VI Recto, T-S 16.313, Persian Gloss, 35:26
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B X Recto
Oxford MS

HEB e 62 folio 1a
Persian Gloss,
40:22-26
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Oxford MS
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Ms B Gloss #1 and End of 32.1
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B IV Verso: Marginal Corrections
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Main Hand?




Glossator
(glosses)

Glossator?
(marginalia)

Main Scribe?
(marginalia)

Main Text

Alephs




32.4, MS B V Recto
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Corrections Resembling the Main Text

Sir 32.7 (B V Recto)

Sir 43.11 (B X1 Verso)



Sir 30.12 (B 11l Recto)




46.10 B XVI Recto
Correction?



47.8,9 B XVI \erso
Final Corrections




THE PERSIAN GLOSSES AND
THE TEXT OF MANUSCRIPT B
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